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Introduction
BIGLITTLE Theatre School has successfully trained  
Senior students for the past twenty-two years. 

The ‘Professional Development Programme (PDP) is a 
well-established programme for seniors aged 16-19 which 
has run for the past thirteen years, achieving outstanding 
results.

As a major centre of excellence on the South Coast, BIGLITTLE 
boasts a fully professional establishment, achieving exceptional 
standards in training, performance and production.

A high percentage of our graduate students move on to top 
theatre schools in the UK and onwards into the profession. In 
recent years numerous graduates have secured places at Arts 
Education, Mountview, GSA, Rose Bruford, East 15, Central, Urdang, 
Bodyworks, LIPA, Drama Centre and others. Many are currently 
performing, directing and choreographing in the West End and on 
National and international Tours. The School has excellent links 
with London’s vibrant theatre world and schools. BIGLITTLE is well 
acknowledged by top schools and also attracts a high calibre of 
directors and practitioners who visit regularly to run master-classes 
and direct or choreograph projects. 

PDP enables committed, focused and talented young performers 
to develop their skills in a fully professional environment, working 
with a wide range of top professionals in all aspects of theatre and 
production.

Students train in a variety of musical theatre and acting styles, to 
expand their experience and individual repertoire. PDP is designed 
for senior BIGLITTLE students and external students entering year 12 
and above who have a serious desire and belief in a career in theatre.
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What is PDP?

BIGLITTLE Theatre School’s Professional Development Programme is a training company which meets for a full 
day of training on Saturdays (10am-5pm) term time at Bournemouth School for Girls Performing Arts Block plus 
supplementary weekday classes and other rehearsals at BIGLITTLE Studios. PDP enables committed, focused and 
talented young performers (from academic year 12) to develop their skills in a fully professional environment, working 
with a wide range of top professionals in all aspects of theatre and production. 

Students train in a wide variety of musical theatre and acting styles, to expand their experience and individual 
repertoire. The professional development aspect enables the students to “step up” to a faster paced work rate where 
there is a higher expectation on them to ensure that they are on top of all their material and where they are expected 
to begin to take responsibility for their own development & work ethic.  It fully prepares students for audition and entry 
into top theatre schools for full time professional training. PDP does not replace individual skills training, and indeed it is 
strongly encouraged that students receive private singing tuition and participate in syllabus dance & acting classes. 



What standard do I need to be 
to audition?
PDP is designed for senior BIGLITTLE students and external students 
entering year 12 and above who have a serious desire and belief in a 
career in theatre.  Because the work-rate and commitment required is 
so high - it is not designed for those who merely wish to pursue acting/
singing/dancing purely as a hobby as inevitably these students will have 
different priorities in their lives.

For successful entry into PDP you will probably already have significant 
musical theatre training/performing experience with a strong skill set in at 
least two of the three disciplines of Acting, Singing and Dancing.

We welcome suitable applications from students who are new to 
BIGLITTLE who would like to train at this level.

What will my training involve?
Year 12, 13 & Gap 
The PDP programme now includes compulsory acting & dance classes 
for all PDP students as part of the training programme. All PDP students 
are required to attend one of our focussed acting technique groups held 
at various times throughout the week and also a performance dance 
class on a Monday evening. These sessions are an integral part of the 
PDP programme and attendance at these is just as important as at all 
other PDP calls. 

The PDP programme is designed to integrate training with rehearsals & 
performance opportunities throughout the year.  It is divided into three 
broad sections:-

Introduction/Audition preparation
Guest Workshops/Initial Rehearsals  
The first part of the year is devoted to establishing guidelines for personal 
study, research and repertoire. Performance class (Classical Acting, 
Contemporary Acting, Acting though Song, Song & Dance), presentation 
and critique of audition material.  Ensemble repertoire for PDP concert 
commitments.

The Musical

During the later half of term 1 and the first part of term 2 the PDP 
Company goes into rehearsals for a fully staged musical production 
with a Guest Director. To enable the students to benefit fully from the 
professional theatre process, this project will be performed during the 
week of the February half term 2020.

Broadway Showtunes
The final part of the year is devoted to further training and rehearsals 
for our flagship annual production at the Pavilion Theatre. Working with 
a variety of Directors & Choreographers and a wide range of material 
gives students the chance to play a number of different roles in different 
musical and physical styles. This project also includes recording sessions 



What is the cost?

• Students considering applying for a place in PDP must be    
 entering school year 12 or above and be aged 16 or over in   
 the September of the year they apply.  

• Students must be able to demonstrate a strong commitment   
 to a potential career within musical theatre or acting.

• Students must possess a solid skill set in each discipline    
 (acting/singing/dancing) OR in 2 out of 3 of those areas with   
 a strong desire and willingness to improve and develop the   
 weaker area.

• Students must be “trainable”.  Students within PDP must be   
 open and receptive to learning new techniques, methods and   
 ideas.  If we feel that a student is not going to be receptive   
 to this or able to “take direction” and constructive criticism,   
 then it is likely that they will not be offered a place within the   
 company.

• Students must demonstrate a mature and professional    
 outlook, be able to work as a team and be totally committed   
 to the programme.

• Students should already have an exceptional level of    
   attendance and commitment to their training at Big    
     Little and be able to demonstrate they are able to continue   
 this level of commitment within PDP.

• Students must not take on any commitments outside of    
 PDP (with the exception of school shows) which prevent them   
 from attending the full PDP programme.

Important - BIGLITTLE has always understood and accommodated requested 
absences by students involved with school productions and dance school shows 
where the clash of dates has not impacted the students’ training too severly.  
Regrettably there are sometimes occasions where this is just not possible and 
students should be aware that it may not be possible to be part of the PDP 
programme if they are already over-committed elsewhere.

Entry Criteria

Saturday 10am – 5pm 
(plus some additional rehearsals 
& dates - please see enclosed 
provisional dates list for 2019/20).

PDP Course Fee: 
£1816

Additional costs:
Examination fees for LAMDA

Optional Vocal Coaching

£165 for 10 x Half hour lessons per 
term (Does not include any LAMDA 
examination prep or entry.)

The cost of the Professional Development Programme 
is £1816 for the academic year which includes all costs 
of basic PDP training (including a weekday Acting & 
Performance Dance class). Additional fees are payable for 
LAMDA examination fees, and private singing lessons.

Uniform
Students require:-
Grey, Black or White plain rehearsal 
wear (No logos apart from BIGLITTLE)
Grey BIGLITTLE Hoodie (available 
through BIGLITTLE)

Black performance dance skirt - Girls
(available through BIGLITTLE)
Black leather jazz shoes - Girls & Boys
Black leather character shoes - Girls
Smart Black shoes - Boys
Smart Black trousers with belt - Boys

Resources

Students require:-
Recording device such as an MP3 
player, IPhone etc.
Paper, Pens & Notepad.
2 Lever arch folders for singing & 
acting repertoire, audition monologues 
& information.

Not ready for PDP yet?
In all cases, students will be given constructive feedback on their audition.  Existing 
students will continue in Starlight Youth Theatre Company with their own programme 
of training and development.  For students who are new to BIGLITTLE who are not 
ready for PDP training but show potential, they will also be invited to join the Starlight 
Youth Theatre Company and can opt to re-audition the following year.  Starlights is a 
successful and vibrant youth theatre company that meets each Saturday afternoon, 
with excellent training opportunities. 



How to apply and audition  
for a place
Entrance to PDP is by application and audition.  After receipt of a 
completed application form students will be invited to an audition 
which will be in two parts.  Part one will include a compulsory group 
dance/movement audition and a group performance workshop.  Part 
two will be a compulsory private interview/audition where students will 
be asked to present the following:-

•	 Two contrasting Musical Theatre Songs   
The panel may choose to hear one or both.  2 minute duration each and it is 
appropriate to make cuts to achieve this.

•	 A short contemporary monologue 
This piece should be in your own voice - no strong accents.  The monologue 
should be from a play or scene written since 1960.  No classical pieces please.  
Some set pieces are available on request, however it is preferable that students 
source their own monologue. Duration 2 minutes. 

•	 Students who are new to BIGLITTLE will require to attend a preliminary audition 
and present two musical theatre songs - one of which will be chosen to be 
performed. Students will also be asked to read a short passage of dialogue. An 
interview will also take place and then students will be advised if they have been 
successful in being recalled for the second round auditions.

PDP auditions 
2019/20
Please complete and return your 
application by 12th August 2019.

Current members of PDP must 
re-audition if they wish to be 
considered for the next year’s 
programme.

We very much look forward to 
receiving your application and please 
don’t hesitate to contact us if you 
require any further information.

Auditions will take place on  
Saturday 7th September & Sunday 
8th September 2019.



www.biglittle.biz    t: 01202 434499   e: info@biglittle.biz   
BIGLITTLE Theatre School, Unit 11, Somerford Business Park, 5 Wilverley Road, Christchurch, BH23 3RU

@biglittlenews /biglittletheatreschool


