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Introduction
BIGLITTLE Theatre School has successfully trained  
GAP Year students for the past twenty years.  
The recent introduction of ‘GAP THEATRE’ has been  
a natural progression for the school, extending on the 
well-established ‘Professional Development Programme 
(PDP) for seniors aged 16-19 which has run for the past 
seven years, achieving outstanding results.

As a major centre of excellence on the South Coast, BIGLITTLE boasts a 
fully professional establishment, achieving exceptional standards in training, 
performance and production.

A high percentage of our graduate students move on to top theatre schools in 
the UK and onwards into the profession. In recent years numerous graduates 
have secured places at Arts Education, Mountview, GSA, Rose Bruford, East 15, 
Central, Urdang, Bodyworks, LIPA, Drama Centre and others. Many are currently 
performing, directing and choreographing in the West End and on National and 
international Tours. The School has excellent links with London’s vibrant theatre 
world and schools. BIGLITTLE is well acknowledged by top schools and also 
attracts a high calibre of directors and practitioners who visit regularly to run 
master-classes and direct or choreograph projects. 

The GAP THEATRE course is carefully designed to cater for students aged 18-20. 
It is specifically for students wishing to commit to a shorter but intensive training 
programme to prepare for entry into top drama schools or universities. Students 
should have a genuine ambition to work in the performing arts industry. The 
programme will provide advanced training in Musical Theatre and Acting. Students 
will join for core elements and then further specialise by opting for certain modules. 
The timetable is deliberately structured so that it is also possible to take on 
employment, enabling students to fund themselves throughout the course.
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What does the course offer?
Using the school’s excellent resources, the course offers 
intensive skills development, working with an excellent 
range of practitioners and creative staff. 

Students will extend their repertoire and receive training and guidance for auditions, 
work together on core skills and have the opportunity to extend training through 
‘options’ in Musical Theatre, Dance and Acting. The course culminates with student 
recitals and a group performance opportunity. Students will be continuously assessed 
by teachers and informed of their progress through regular tutorials.



What qualification will I 
receive?
For students studying the Trinity Diploma Course, you will receive a recognised Trinity 

ATCL Diploma NQA Level 4 qualification, equivalent to the first year of a Degree 

course and a nationally recognised qualification. The Examination requires students 

to perform a recital of linked pieces which can be tailored to the student’s strengths 

in performance (Acting, Singing, Dance, Mime, Clowning etc.) This is followed by a 

‘Viva voce’ (Oral Examination) which comprises of a discussion and an interpretation/

improvisation element. The examinations take place at the end of the Spring Term. 

What standard do I need to be 
to audition?
This is not a beginner’s course. It is expected that students possess a good standard 

in the skills required for Acting and/or Musical Theatre and have already gained 

significant experience in performance, examinations and/or auditions. We are very 

interested in the “raw”, less experienced performer, providing a high level of natural 

ability is displayed in the audition and a clear indication of an excellent work ethic.  

We appreciate dance ability will range for those interested in Musical Theatre.  

We are able to stream dance training to suit, however it is expected that all students 

are competent “movers” and have a determination to improve dance whilst on the 

course. The audition and interview is a two-way process. If in doubt, come and 

audition and we guarantee constructive feed-back.

How is the course structured?
Students can choose to specialise in Acting or Musical Theatre.

Core modules are in Classical Acting, Contemporary Acting, Movement and Voice. 

Professional studies and Trinity Diploma planning will be taught to all students in a 

full day of training. Further Module Options are timetabled and organised according 

to disciplines and ability levels and include Contemporary and Performance Dance 

covering different styles of dance including Jazz, Lyrical, Contemporary and Musical 

Theatre, Immersive Theatre, Alternative approaches, Improvisation, Mime, Vocal 

coaching, Repertoire and Production.

Whilst students specialise in their chosen route (Acting or Musical Theatre), the Trinity 

Diploma examination enables students to present a recital that allows the learner to 

show their personal and varied strengths. 

Audition preparation
The first term will intensively prepare students for auditions for Theatre Schools.  

You will work with excellent tutors who will guide you through this, including choosing 

the right schools, selecting suitable pieces and selecting pieces set by the schools. 

You will learn about what is required from you at the auditions and how to conduct 

yourself.



Audition & diploma course 18+ 

For students on the GAP Theatre course who would 
like additional Performing Arts training and major 
performances, there is an option to audition for the 
Professional Development Programme.

The Professional Development Programme is BIGLITTLE’s advanced youth theatre 
company for dedicated and committed young performers. Students in PDP work full 
days on Saturdays plus other rehearsal and performance calls as required.  
The programme enables committed, focused and talented young performers to 
develop their skills in ‘as close to’ a professional theatre environment as possible.

Students work in a wide variety of musical theatre styles, to expand their experience 
and individual repertoire, with vastly experienced and well respected industry 
practitioners as tutors and directors. The programme focuses on all skills required to 
be a musical theatre performer, not just the core of acting, singing & dancing, but also 
professional development; enabling the students to “step up” to a faster paced work 
rate where there is a higher expectation on the to ensure that they are on top of all 
their material and where they are expected to begin to take responsibility for their own 
development & work ethic.

PDP is designed for students in year 12 and above who have a serious desire and belief 
in a career in theatre. Because the work-rate and commitment required is so high - it is 
not really designed for those who merely wish to pursue acting/singing/dancing purely as 
a hobby as inevitably these students will have different priorities in their lives and will find 
the ultimate commitment to a professional working regime hard to maintain.

BIGLITTLE has had great success with PDP students gaining places at top theatre 
schools in the country over the years and many pupils are currently working 
successfully in the industry – Musical Theatre, Acting, Film and T.V.

Entrance to PDP is by means of formal audition in September each year. Applications 
can be accepted from June each year.

PDP Performance Opportunities: Annual Musical Drama in February Half Term, 
BIGLITTLE Showcase in March, Showtunes production at The Pavilion Theatre, 
Bournemouth in July each year. Concerts and appearances throughout the year.

Term One
Thursday morning  
Audition (acting) preparation

Thursday afternoon 
ATCL (level 4) diploma training

Thursday evening  
Guided study & tutorials

Monday evening  
Performance dance

Term Two
Thursday morning  
Audition (acting) preparation

Thursday afternoon 
ATCL (level 4) diploma training

Thursday evening  
Group production rehearsals

Monday evening  
Performance dance 

TWO TERMS  
Diploma Course Fee: 
£2220 (all inclusive)

Additional training modules 
(optional)

Private vocal coaching 
£165 per term for 10 x half hour 
lessons.

Professional Development 
Programme option

Saturday 10am – 5pm 
(plus some additional rehearsals 

& dates)

PDP Course Fee: 
£1816 per anum

Applicants applying will have different 
needs and objectives. The diploma 
course is highly recommended for 
students who need to focus on acting 
audition technique and explore a wider 
range of performing skills. (Please refer 
to the ‘how is the course structured’ 
section above.) The Professional 
Development Programme is an 
excellent complement to the diploma 
training but it is essential that students 
who are considering this option 
demonstrate a high ability all three 
disciplines of acting, singing  
and dance.



How to apply and audition  
for a place
On receipt of your application form and the £20 audition 
fee, candidates will be invited to attend an audition and 
interview. 

All candidates will be asked to perform:-

•	 A contemporary monologue of your own choice  
2 minute duration

•	 A classical monologue  
(Elizabethan, Jacobean, Restoration)  
2 minute duration

•	 A song from any published musical  
(Please bring the music with you in the correct key, no backing tracks.)

An interview will take place where students can express their interest and tell us more 
about themselves as a performer. It is also an opportunity to ask questions of your own.

Applicants will be contacted within a week to advise the audition outcome and you 
may be asked to attend an additional dance or acting workshop, well in advance, 
prior to a final decision.

GAP theatre 
auditions 
2019/20
Audition will be by invitation on 
receipt of application forms.

We very much look forward to 
receiving your application and please 
don’t hesitate to contact us if you 
require any further information.

Early application is advisable as 
places are strictly limited.

Closing date 31st August 2019. 
Subject to availability. 



www.biglittle.biz/gaptheatre    t: 01202 434499   e: info@biglittle.biz   
BIGLITTLE, Unit 11, Somerford Business Park, 5 Wilverley Road, Christchurch, BH23 3RU

@biglittlenews /biglittletheatreschool


